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01 / EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

THE PPL AT A GLANCE — INDIA 2025 

 

The Private Pilot Licence (PPL) represents the highest level of recreational aviation available in India. Issued by the 

DGCA, it authorises pilots to operate aircraft privately under Visual Flight Rules (VFR). Although thousands of PPLs 

have been issued historically, the active private flying community in India is remarkably small — estimated at roughly 

1,000 licence holders, with only a fraction flying on a regular basis. In practical terms, fewer than 100 individuals may 

be actively exercising their privileges at any given time. This guide outlines the pathway to joining this exceptionally 

rare group. 

Disclaimer: The figures relating to active PPL holders and regularly flying pilots are industry estimates based on publicly available 

information and observations within the general aviation community. The DGCA does not publish official statistics on active private pilots or 

annual flying activity. Actual numbers may vary. 

 

₹15–20L 

TOTAL INVESTMENT 
 

ALL-INCLUSIVE TRAINING COST 

6–12 

MONTHS 
 

TYPICAL FULL-TIME DURATION 

45–60 

FLIGHT HOURS 
 

DGCA MINIMUM REQUIREMENT 

 

3 

THEORY PAPERS 
 

DGCA WRITTEN EXAMINATIONS 

Class 2 

MEDICAL 
 

AVIATION MEDICAL CERTIFICATE 

17 yrs 

MINIMUM AGE 
 

FOR FIRST SOLO FLIGHT 

 

QUICK REFERENCE 

REGULATOR DGCA — Directorate General of Civil Aviation 

MIN FLYING HOURS 45 hours (incl. 25 hrs dual, 10 hrs solo) 

THEORY SUBJECTS Composite (AR · MET · NAV)  ·  Technical General  ·  Technical Specific 

MEDICAL STANDARD Class 2 Aviation Medical (DGCA-approved AME) 

RTR / FRTOL FRTOL (Flight Radiotelephony Operator Licence — Restricted) 

required before first solo flight 

VALIDITY Licence does not expire, but pilots must remain current and meet 

legal recency requirements to exercise privileges 

COMMON AIRCRAFT Cessna 152/172, Diamond DA40, Piper PA-28, any applicable single 

small aircraft 
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02 / WHY GET A PPL? 

SIX REASONS THAT CHANGE EVERYTHING 

 

FREEDOM OF MOVEMENT Fly point-to-point across India. A 6-hour drive becomes a 90-minute flight. No 

airline schedules, no terminals. Your route, your time. 

PERSONAL ACHIEVEMENT Solo flight is among the most visceral human achievements. Less than 0.001% 

of India's population has done it. The logbook stamp lasts forever. 

GATEWAY TO CPL / ATPL The PPL is the foundation — by regulation, by skill, by mindset. Step one of a 

professional aviation career path. 

SPORT & AEROBATICS Loops, rolls, cross-country adventures, mountain flying, island hopping. The 

PPL opens a world of sport aviation far beyond most people's imagination. 

EXECUTIVE EDGE Pilots develop superior spatial reasoning, risk calibration, and calm under 

pressure. Business leaders who fly routinely cite transformative 

decision-making benefits. 

AIRCRAFT OWNERSHIP Co-own a DA40 with partners. Monthly cost drops significantly for 8–10 hours 

per month. Flying becomes accessible, not just aspirational. 

 

 

"Once you have tasted flight, you will forever walk the earth with your eyes turned skyward, for there you have 

been, and there you will always long to return." — Leonardo da Vinci 
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03 / ELIGIBILITY & MEDICAL REQUIREMENTS 

DGCA STANDARDS — WHO CAN APPLY 

 

MINIMUM AGE 17 years for first solo · 16 years for dual instruction · No upper age 

limit 

EDUCATION Class 10 pass with Physics & Mathematics (board certificate required) 

MEDICAL Class 2 Aviation Medical — DGCA-approved Aviation Medical 

Examiner (AME) 

ENGLISH PROFICIENCY ICAO Level 4 or above — assessed at flight training organisation (FTO) 

NATIONALITY Indian / PIO / OCI · Foreign nationals may also apply 

VISION 6/6 corrected acceptable · Normal red-green colour perception 

required 

FRTOL Flight Radiotelephony Operator Licence (Restricted) — required 

before solo release 

STUDENT PILOT LICENCE Issued by DGCA via your FTO · Required before your very first solo 

flight 

 

Class 2 Medical — What to Expect 
The Class 2 examination is conducted by a DGCA-approved Aviation Medical Examiner (AME). It covers cardiovascular 

health, vision, colour perception, hearing, ENT function, neurological screening, and mental health. Most healthy 

adults in their 20s–40s pass without issue. Common disqualifiers include red-green colour blindness, epilepsy, 

uncontrolled diabetes, and significant cardiac conditions. DGCA processing takes 4–8 weeks after the examination. 

 

IMPORTANT: Book your Class 2 medical before paying any school deposits. Medical clearance is your first critical 

path item — do not commit funds before knowing you qualify. A pre-screening consultation with a civil AME 

(₹2,000–4,000) can avoid costly mistakes. 
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04 / TRAINING JOURNEY — STAGE BY STAGE 

FROM FIRST LESSON TO DGCA LICENCE 

 

# STAGE 
DURATION / 

HRS 
DESCRIPTION 

01 GROUND SCHOOL 

FUNDAMENTALS 

2–3 Months All 3 DGCA theory subjects — Composite (AR, MET, NAV), 

Technical General, and Technical Specific — studied 

alongside initial flights. Classroom and self-study in parallel 

with early flying sessions. 

02 DUAL CIRCUIT TRAINING 15–20 HRS Takeoffs, landings, circuits, stalls, steep turns, and 

emergency procedures with your instructor. Build precise 

aircraft handling skills and situational awareness in the 

circuit environment. 

03 FIRST SOLO FLIGHT MILESTONE Your instructor steps out of the right seat. You fly three 

circuits completely alone for the first time. The defining 

moment of every pilot's journey — minutes that change 

everything permanently. 

04 SOLO CONSOLIDATION 10–15 HRS Solo circuits, forced landing practice, stall recovery, and 

instrument appreciation exercises. Confidence and 

precision develop rapidly once you fly without an 

instructor on board. 

05 SOLO CROSS-COUNTRY 20–25 HRS Navigate between airports using aeronautical charts, VOR, 

and ATC communication. Weather decision-making, fuel 

planning, and diversions. Minimum 10 hours solo 

cross-country required by DGCA. 

06 DGCA SKILL TEST FINAL Final examination with a DGCA-appointed examiner. All 

theory papers must be cleared before this stage. DGCA 

licence issued within 8–12 weeks of passing the skill test. 
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05 / COMPLETE COST BREAKDOWN 

REAL NUMBERS — INDIA 2025 

 

Total PPL investment in India: ₹15–20 Lakhs all-inclusive. The single largest variable is flying hours — FTO fees 

including flying hours make up the majority of the cost. Always get a written all-in quote before enrolling. Costs below 

reflect 2025 market rates at approved Flight Training Organisations. 

 

COST ITEM LOW ESTIMATE HIGH ESTIMATE 

FTO Fees — Flying Hours (45–60 hrs at ₹23,000–25,000/hr) ₹14,00,000 ₹16,00,000 

Ground School / Theory Instruction ₹1,00,000 ₹1,50,000 

DGCA Theory Exam Fees (3 subjects — Composite, Tech Gen, 

Tech Spec) 

₹10,000 ₹20,000 

Class 2 Aviation Medical Exam ₹5,000 ₹7,000 

FRTOL Licence — Oral and Written Examination ₹5,000 ₹7,000 

Accommodation — if relocating (6–12 months) As applicable As applicable 

Headset, Logbook, Charts, Pilot Gear As applicable As applicable 

DGCA Skill Test Fees As applicable As applicable 

Buffer and Contingency (approx. 10%) As applicable As applicable 

TOTAL — ALL-INCLUSIVE ESTIMATE ~₹15 LAKHS ~₹20 LAKHS 
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06 / TOP FLYING SCHOOLS IN INDIA 

DGCA-APPROVED FTOS OFFERING PPL — INDIA 2025 

 

Note: Not all DGCA-approved flying schools offer PPL training — many focus exclusively on CPL. The institutions listed 

below are among those known to offer or have offered PPL programmes. Always verify current offerings directly with 

the school before enquiring. 

 

SCHOOL LOCATION HIGHLIGHTS RATING 

IGRUA Rae Bareli, UP Government-run. Subsidised rates. Strong DGCA pass rate. 

On-campus hostel. India's most respected PPL/CPL 

institution. 

★★★★★ 

INDIAN FLYING 

ACADEMY (IFA) 

Khajuraho, MP DA40 diamond fleet, glass cockpit. Residential campus 

near UNESCO World Heritage Site. Excellent instructor 

team. Strong solo track record. 

★★★★★ 

AHMEDABAD AVIATION Ahmedabad, GJ Modern fleet including DA40. Good ATC exposure at busy 

airport. Professional training environment. 
★★★★☆ 

BOMBAY FLYING CLUB Mumbai, MH Est. 1928. India's oldest flying club. Excellent mentorship 

culture. Strong alumni network. Premium urban location. 
★★★★☆ 

ORIENT AVIATION Gondia, MH Cost-effective Tier-2 city training. Lower living costs. Solid 

fleet maintenance track record. 
★★★★☆ 

CARVER AVIATION Pune, MH Modern fleet. Professional environment close to Pune city. 

Strong ground school and theory instruction. 
★★★★☆ 

MP FLYING CLUB Bhopal, MP State-run institution. Affordable training fees. Good option 

for regional aspirants from Central India. 
★★★☆☆ 

CHIMES AVIATION Vadodara, GJ Growing reputation. Modern facilities. International 

simulation equipment available on-site. 
★★★★☆ 
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07 / SCHOOL SELECTION FRAMEWORK 

WEIGHTED SCORECARD — USE BEFORE YOU PAY 

 

Score each criterion 1 to 5. Multiply by weight. Shortlist schools scoring above 70 out of 100 points. 

 

CRITERION WT WHAT TO EVALUATE SCORE WEIGHTED 

DGCA Approval Status ×5 Verify on dgca.gov.in — absolute 

non-negotiable 

__ /5 __ /25 

Fleet Condition & Age ×5 Maintenance logs, aircraft type, backup 

aircraft available 

__ /5 __ /25 

Instructor Experience ×4 CFI licence, hours logged, years of 

instruction 

__ /5 __ /20 

DGCA Theory Pass Rate ×4 Last 2 years data — ask for this specifically __ /5 __ /20 

Cost Transparency ×3 Written all-in quote, no hidden extras 

policy 

__ /5 __ /15 

Annual Flying Days ×3 Target 250+ VFR days — ask for last year's 

actual figure 

__ /5 __ /15 

Location & Accommodation ×3 Proximity, housing options, cost of living in 

area 

__ /5 __ /15 

Alumni Network ×2 Connect with past students before 

committing 

__ /5 __ /10 

Simulator Available ×2 FNPT II or equivalent on-site for 

instrument appreciation 

__ /5 __ /10 

TOTAL (MAX 155 
POINTS) 

   __ 
/155 
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08 / DGCA EXAM STRATEGY 

PASS ALL 3 PAPERS ON FIRST ATTEMPT 

 

The Three DGCA Theory Papers 
You must pass all 3 written papers before appearing for the DGCA PPL skill test. Each paper requires a minimum 60% 

pass mark. Papers can be taken in any sequence, though Composite is recommended first as it covers the broadest 

ground. 

 

Paper 1 — Composite (AR + MET + NAV) 

The Composite paper is unique to the Indian PPL and combines three subjects into one examination. It covers: 

–​ Air Regulations (AR): DGCA rules of the air, flight rules, airspace classification, aircraft registration, licensing 
requirements, and AIP India procedures. Focus on PPL-specific privileges, limitations, and responsibilities. 

–​ Aviation Meteorology (MET): Weather phenomena, TAF and METAR reading, pressure systems, fronts, icing, 
turbulence, thunderstorms, and visibility. Understanding weather is a lifelong pilot skill — study it deeply. 

–​ Air Navigation (NAV): Dead reckoning, VOR navigation, chart reading, wind correction, flight planning, and E6B 
computer use. This is the most practical paper — daily chart plotting practice is essential. 

 

Paper 2 — Technical General (Tech Gen) 

Covers the theory applicable to all aircraft types: piston engines (operation, carburettor icing, mixture), aircraft 

systems (fuel, electrical, hydraulic, pneumatic), flight instruments (pitot-static, gyroscopic), and basic aerodynamics. 

Understand systems conceptually — a pilot who understands how something works can manage its failure far better 

than one who only memorised facts. 

 

Paper 3 — Technical Specific (Aircraft Specific) 

This paper is specific to the aircraft type you train on — typically the Diamond DA40, Cessna 172, or Piper PA-28. It 

covers the Pilot Operating Handbook (POH), aircraft limitations, performance data, weight and balance, checklists, and 

emergency procedures for your specific aircraft. Your FTO will provide the relevant POH. Study it thoroughly and relate 

every topic to your actual training aircraft. 

Strategy for Tech Specific: Read your aircraft's POH cover to cover at least twice. Create summary cards for V-speeds, 

limitations, and emergency procedures. Practice weight and balance calculations until they are automatic. Use the 

actual aircraft walk-around to learn systems in a real-world context — theory becomes intuitive when connected to 

the physical aircraft you fly. 
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90-Day Study Strategy 

MONTHS 1–2 Composite intensive — AR, MET, NAV. Use DGCA question banks daily. 

Target 50 questions per sub-topic. OFPL, Oxford, RK Bali are core 

resources. 

MONTHS 3–4 Tech Specific + Technical General. Study your aircraft POH for Tech 

Specific. Understand systems, do not merely memorise facts. 

PRE-EXAM RULE Three full mock exams per paper before booking the real test. Do 

not sit the exam until you score 80%+ consistently across all mocks. 

BEST RESOURCES OFPL question bank · Oxford Aviation guides · RK Bali reference books 

· DGCA official question papers · Your FTO study notes 
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09 / TRAINING TIMELINE — 6 TO 12 MONTHS 

FULL-TIME TRAINING MILESTONES — MONTH BY MONTH 

 

MONTH PHASE DETAILS 

Month 1 Medical & DGCA Enrolment Class 2 medical examination and clearance. Research and 

selection of DGCA-approved FTO. DGCA Student Pilot Licence 

(SPL) application submitted via FTO. 

Month 2 Ground School Begins Composite (AR, MET, NAV), Technical General, and Technical 

Specific theory studied intensively. First dual flights — effects of 

controls, straight and level, circuits begin. 

Month 3 DGCA Exams — Composite Appear for the Composite paper once mock scores consistently 

exceed 80%. Circuit training continues — stalls, forced landings, 

cross-wind techniques, precautionary landings. 

Month 4 All Theory Cleared Technical General and Technical Specific papers sat and passed. 

Night rating optional. Advanced solo manoeuvres and emergency 

procedure consolidation. Building hours. 

Month 5 School Consolidation & Solo 

Prep 
Hour building, precision circuit training, solo preparation. 

Instructor assessing readiness for solo release. FRTOL oral and 

written examination completed. 

Month 6 FIRST SOLO FLIGHT ✈ The milestone. Your instructor steps out. Three circuits flown 

completely alone. Your logbook receives its most important 

stamp. Unforgettable and life-defining. 

Month 7 Solo Cross-Country First solo cross-country flight. Real-world navigation, ATC 

communication, fuel planning, and weather decision-making 

practised without an instructor present. 

Month 8 Skill Test Preparation Instructor sign-off on all required exercises. Mock skill tests 

conducted. DGCA examiner booking made through your FTO. 

Month 9 DGCA Skill Test & Licence Skill test with DGCA examiner. DGCA processing follows. Licence 

issued. You are a Private Pilot. 
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10 / RISK MATRIX & COMMON FAILURE POINTS 

ANTICIPATE. MITIGATE. SUCCEED. 

 

LIKELIHOOD / IMPACT LOW IMPACT MEDIUM IMPACT HIGH IMPACT 

HIGH LIKELIHOOD MEDIUM HIGH CRITICAL 

MED LIKELIHOOD LOW MEDIUM HIGH 

LOW LIKELIHOOD MINIMAL LOW MEDIUM 

 

RISK LEVEL MITIGATION STRATEGY 

Risk 1 — Medical Failure 

(Unforeseen) 

HIGH Get a pre-screening consultation with a civil AME (₹2,000–4,000) 

before committing any school fees. Disclose all medical conditions 

honestly during examination. Do not invest ₹1–2 Lakhs before 

confirming medical eligibility. 

Risk 2 — Aircraft Downtime MEDIUM Choose schools with at least two airworthy aircraft of the same 

type. Confirm backup availability before enrolling. Budget a 20% 

time contingency into your overall training schedule. 

Risk 3 — DGCA Theory Exam 

Repeat 

MEDIUM Thorough 90-day preparation with question bank practice 

eliminates this risk. Never book the real exam until mock scores 

consistently exceed 80%. Each repeat costs time and fees. 

Risk 4 — Monsoon Season 

Disruption 

HIGH Avoid commencing training at monsoon-affected locations in 

June–September. Plan around Indian seasonal weather patterns 

and factor in reduced flying days during monsoon months. 

Risk 5 — Training Cost 

Overrun 

MEDIUM Budget 15–20% above the quoted training cost. Get a written all-in 

cost quote before enrolling. Clarify exactly what hourly rates 

include — fuel, landing fees, instructor, insurance. 

Risk 6 — Instructor Attrition 

Mid-Training 

LOW Confirm the school employs at least two qualified Flight Instructors. 

Avoid sole-instructor dependency. Continuity of instruction 

significantly accelerates training progress. 
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11 / MY PERSONAL JOURNEY & FIRST SOLO STORY 

AN HONEST ACCOUNT — FROM ASPIRATION TO WINGS 

 

The Beginning — Indian Flying Academy, Khajuraho 
Enrolling at the Indian Flying Academy, Khajuraho, was the best decision of my life. The moment I arrived and saw the 

Diamond DA40s lined up on the apron — sleek, modern, glass cockpit aircraft gleaming in the Madhya Pradesh sun — I 

knew I had found the right place. Cadets were returning from dual flights, instructors were briefing the next sortie, and 

the entire environment hummed with purposeful aviation energy. This was real. 

 

Khajuraho — A Place Unlike Any Other 
Khajuraho is best known internationally as a UNESCO World Heritage Site, famous for its magnificent temple complex 

and intricate carvings. But for us, it was the perfect training environment — a quiet, uncongested airfield, excellent 

year-round weather, and remarkable hospitality. The aviation community was warmly received by the town's finest 

hotels. The Lalit, Taj Chandela, Radisson, and Rajgarh each extended special discounts to flying cadets — a small but 

meaningful recognition of the sacrifices involved in pursuing a pilot licence. Between sorties and study sessions, 

Khajuraho offered a genuinely extraordinary backdrop to what is already an extraordinary journey. 

 

Pre-Flight Ground Training 
Ground training began immediately — and it was humbling. Air Regulations felt like studying for a bar examination. 

Meteorology revealed itself to be beautiful in its complexity: learning to read the sky as a living, breathing system 

rather than merely a backdrop. Navigation required a daily discipline of chart plotting that slowly became intuitive. 

Theory classes were intensive, but each lesson had a direct connection to what we would practise in the aircraft the 

following morning. The Student Pilot Licence (SPL) was issued after the initial requirements were met — a first official 

document confirming this was now real. 

 

The Instructors — The Heart of the Training 
The quality of instruction at IFA was exceptional, shaped by a team I will always remember with deep gratitude: 

–​ Capt. Ravi (Owner) — whose vision built the academy and whose standards permeated every flight. 

–​ Capt. Amogh— whose ownership of the learning environment and calm authority set the tone from day one. 

–​ Capt. Vikas (Deputy CFI) — a fearless, decisive instructor who had the courage and confidence to release me 
for my first solo, authorise subsequent solos, and oversee the most critical phases of training. A pilot's pilot. 

–​ Capt. Sparsh — who guided my general flying consolidation and cross-country preparation with meticulous 
planning: flight plans, navigation logs, weather analysis, landing permissions, and radio telephony. The kind of 
instructor who pushes you exactly as hard as you need. 

–​ CFI Capt. Deshraj — the Chief Flight Instructor, overseeing and authorising all major milestones, ensuring every 
cadet met the standard before progressing. 

–​ Capt. J.P. Singh — a private pilot himself, holding multiple responsibilities within the academy with quiet 
professionalism. 

–​ Sharad Sir — the ultimate guardian of airfield safety, whose calm authority and genuine encouragement 
inspired us all to take the right things seriously. 
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The Training Days 
The rhythm of training was demanding and deeply rewarding. Waking at 5 AM for the early morning slot. Waiting with 

patience for weather to clear, winds to settle, or the aircraft to be released after a maintenance check. The sorties 

themselves — each one a lesson in attention, coordination, and self-correction. My first six flights were textbook 

disasters: over-controlling, chasing the horizon, forgetting to breathe. By flight fourteen, something clicked. The 

aircraft stopped feeling like a machine I was fighting and started feeling like an extension of my intention. 

Between flights, there was a full life at Khajuraho. Football, table tennis, and swimming with fellow cadets. Evening 

walks around the heritage site. Conversations that ranged from aerodynamics to ambition. We were a community of 

people who had each made a significant decision to pursue something uncommon — and that shared commitment 

created bonds that last long after the licence is issued. 

 

Capt. Sparsh and the Cross-Country Preparation 
Cross-country flying with Capt. Sparsh was a masterclass in aviation discipline. Precautionary forced landings with a 

power cut called at the most inconvenient moments. Flight plans prepared the night before, weather studied at dawn, 

navigation logs folded on the kneeboard. Radio telephony with actual ATC — not a simulator, the real thing. He set an 

extraordinarily high standard, and meeting it felt like genuine accomplishment. Every lesson from those cross-country 

flights has stayed with me in every flight since. 

 

The First Solo — 13 Hours 
My first solo came at 13 hours — earlier than the average, a result of the meticulous planning of my initial sorties by 

the instructor team. Capt. Vikas made the call. He climbed out of the right seat, closed the door, and said with calm 

simplicity: "Take her around. I'll be watching." The cockpit felt enormous and very quiet. I ran through the checks, 

called for taxi, lined up, and applied full power. Rotate. The DA40 lifted off the Khajuraho runway with unusual ease — 

no instructor weight. I was alone in the air above a UNESCO World Heritage Site, flying a glass-cockpit aircraft, and 

completely responsible for what happened next. Three circuits. One landing. The most concentrated, alive, and 

grateful I have ever felt. 

From Epaulettes to Wings 
The journey from first briefing to receiving wings is one that permanently alters how you see the world — literally and 

figuratively. The patience required to wait for sorties, the discipline to study theory at night after a long flying day, the 

trust placed in your instructors, and the moment of standing alone in a cockpit with the sky as your domain — all of it 

compounds into something that is genuinely life-changing. This is what we are here to help you find. 

 

 

"The solo flight does not make you a pilot. It reveals the pilot you already were." 
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12 / LIFE AFTER PPL — WHAT COMES NEXT 

WHAT BECOMES POSSIBLE ONCE YOU HAVE YOUR WINGS 

 

The Private Pilot Licence is both a destination and a departure point. Here is what opens up once you hold your wings: 

Aircraft Ownership & Leisure Flying 
Co-own a Diamond DA40 or Cessna 172 with 3–4 partners. Monthly ownership cost drops significantly for 8–10 hours 

of flying per month — giving you access to a personal aircraft on your own schedule, your own terms. Beyond 

ownership, the PPL enables flying purely for leisure: weekend getaways, aerial sightseeing, visiting friends across cities 

in a fraction of the time. The freedom is genuinely unlike anything else. 

 

Aircraft Leasing & Investment 
As the general aviation ecosystem in India grows, opportunities in aircraft leasing and investment are emerging. 

Qualified PPL holders with business acumen are well-positioned to participate in fractional ownership models, flying 

club membership structures, and aircraft leasing arrangements. This is a nascent but growing sector in the Indian 

aviation economy. 

 

Instrument Rating (IR) 
The Instrument Rating allows flight in clouds and instrument meteorological conditions (IMC). Approximately 40 

additional instrument training hours and a DGCA IR theory examination are required. Essential for serious 

cross-country operations across India, where weather conditions can change rapidly and VFR flying becomes limiting. 

 

Night Rating 
Adds night flying capability through approximately 5 hours of dual night instruction. Minimal additional cost, but 

significantly increases your operational utility and flexibility as a pilot — particularly for flights that span sunset or 

require early morning departures. 

 

CPL / ATPL Pathway 
For those who wish to pursue professional aviation: add 150+ total flying hours, complete the CPL theory subjects, and 

clear the DGCA CPL skill test. This opens commercial co-pilot roles and a full professional aviation career. Many Indian 

airline captains flew their first solo at exactly the same school where you will fly yours. The path from PPL to airline 

cockpit is long but well-defined. 

 

Aerobatics Rating 
Train for loops, rolls, hammerheads, and spins with a certified aerobatics instructor. Pathway to airshow flying, 

competition aerobatics, and exceptional stick-and-rudder handling skill. Every PPL holder who learns aerobatics 

becomes a measurably better and safer pilot across all their flying. 
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Multi-Engine Rating (MEP) 
Twin-engine operations on aircraft such as the Piper Seminole or Diamond DA42. Opens doors to faster, more capable 

aircraft and is a prerequisite for many corporate, charter, and eventually airline flying roles in India and internationally. 

 

The pathways after PPL are numerous, and which you pursue will depend on your ambitions, time, and resources. 

What matters is that the PPL puts all of them within reach. 
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13 / GEAR, BOOKS & RESOURCES 

EQUIP YOURSELF FOR TRAINING SUCCESS 

 

Essential Gear 

Aviation Headset David Clark H10-13.4 (₹22,000) or Bose A20 (₹75,000). Non-negotiable for 

hearing protection and clear ATC communication. Hearing damage from 

cockpit noise is permanent and cumulative. 

Pilot's Logbook DGCA-compliant logbook. Begin from your very first flight and maintain it 

meticulously. It is your legal professional record and a personal document for 

life. Every hour in the air is recorded here. 

Document Holder A professional document holder / flight bag for your logbook, POH, charts, 

and authority documents. Keeps everything organised and accessible during 

briefings and cross-country flights. 

Navigation Charts AIP India VFR aeronautical charts and visual approach plates for your training 

area. Your FTO will advise which editions are current. Learn to read them 

from day one of theory class. 

Kneeboard Straps to your thigh in the cockpit. Essential for writing ATC clearances, 

copying weather, and en-route calculations without losing situational 

awareness of the aircraft. 

Polarised Sunglasses UV400, aviation-specification sunglasses. Randolph Engineering or Serengeti 

are trusted brands. Protects your vision and significantly reduces glare fatigue 

on long cross-country flights. 

 

Recommended Books 

Stick and Rudder Wolfgang Langewiesche — the finest book ever written on the art of flying. 

Read before, during, and after your training. 

Student Pilot's Flight 

Manual 

Kershner — practical, India-compatible ground reference for all DGCA 

subjects. 

Jeppesen Private Pilot 

Manual 

Comprehensive theory reference mapping to DGCA examination subjects. 

RK Bali Series Indian aviation textbooks widely used for DGCA PPL theory examinations. 

Highly recommended by Indian FTOs. 

Weather Flying Robert Buck — weather decision-making that goes well beyond what 

textbooks teach. Critical for cross-country flying. 

Fate is the Hunter Ernest K. Gann — the most honest and gripping aviation memoir ever 

published. Read it for context and inspiration. 
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Online Resources 

dgca.gov.in Official DGCA portal for regulations, forms, examination booking, and 

approved FTO list. 

OFPL Question Bank Indian DGCA-specific question bank — essential for Composite and Tech Gen 

examination preparation. 

pilotaptitude.in Best Indian DGCA question bank with detailed explanations and subject-wise 

organisation. 

aviationexam.com International question bank with excellent explanatory notes and mock exam 

facility. 

privatepilotventures.com Your ongoing PPL mentorship and guidance resource. Free strategy calls, 

resources, and community. 
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14 / CONNECT WITH PRIVATE PILOT VENTURES 

YOUR AVIATION JOURNEY STARTS HERE 

 

Private Pilot Ventures is India's dedicated PPL mentorship and guidance platform — built by a licensed pilot, for 

aspirants who deserve honest answers, real numbers, and a structured path from zero to solo. Whether you are at the 

research stage or already mid-training, we are here. 

 

FREE 30-MINUTE PPL STRATEGY CALL: Book a no-obligation call to map your personal PPL road map — school 

selection, budget planning, DGCA exam strategy, and training timeline. No sales pitch. Just honest guidance from 

someone who has lived the journey. 

 

WEBSITE www.privatepilotventures.com 

EMAIL rhlkatiyar.90@gmail.com 

PHONE +91-9325580167 

INSTAGRAM @privatepilotventures 

YOUTUBE Private Pilot Ventures 

WHATSAPP Join community via website 

 

"THE ONLY PEOPLE WHO DON'T BECOME PILOTS ARE THE ONES WHO DECIDE 
NOT TO START." 

 

— PRIVATE PILOT VENTURES 
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